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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IC, UR 

SUBJECT: FONMIN’S USSR VISIT: SKEPTICAL EDITORIAL COMMENT 

1. ONLY TWO PAPERS THAT HAVE THUS FAR COMMENTED EDITOR- 
IALLY ON JUST-CONCLUDED VISIT TO USSR OF FONMIN EINAR 
AGUSTSSON FOUND NOTHING OF MERIT IN TRIP AND IN FACT 
EXPRESSED SKEPTICISM - AND IN ONE CASE CONCERN - ABOUT 
RESULTS. 

2. MORGUNBLADID. DAILY OF PRIME MINISTER'S INDEPENDENCE 
PARTY, ON APRIL 1 1 WARNED THAT AGUSTSSON'S VISIT AND 
AGREEMENTS STEMMING FROM IT COULD PAVE WAY FORNEW EF- 
FORTS BY MOSCOW TO EXPAND SOVIET INFLUENCE IN ICELAND. 
NOTING WHAT IT CALLED UNEXPECTED SOVIET ATTENTION AC- 
CORDED FONMIN INCLUDING KOSYGIN APPOINTMENT, AGAINST 
RECENT BACKGROUND OF "INCREASED (SOVIET) PRESSURE ON 
NORDICS TO ADOPT SOME FORM OF NEUTRALITY, "OBVIOUS" 

EVIDENCE OF SOVIET ESPIONAGE IN ICELAND SUCH AS LISTEN- 
ING BUOYS FOUND ON COAST AND ASSIGNMENT OF NEW AMBASSADOR 
LINKED TO "SOVIET SECRET SERVICE," PAPER URGED ICELANDERS 
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CORPORATION OF ICELAND INTO SOVIET SPHERE OF INFLUENCE. 

3. SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC (OPPOSITION) ALTHYDUBLADID. IN 
APRIL 1 1 EDITORIAL. COMMENTED ONLY ON IMPLICATIONS OF 
VISIT FOR LONG UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORT BY PIANIST VLADIMIR 
ASHKENAZY, NOW ICELANDIC CITIZEN, TO GAIN SOVIET PER- 
MISSION FOR FATHER IN USSR TO VISIT HIM. NOTING CRI 
TICALLY THAT ASHKENAZY'S APPEAL FOR GOI INTERVENTION 
HAS BEEN UNAVAILING, EDITORIAL NOTED SARCASTICALLY THAT 
AGUSTSSON NOW HAS HAD CHANCE TO BRING CASE TO PERSONAL 
ATTENTION OF HIGHEST KREMLIN LEADERS, AND PAPER PRO- 
MISED TO PRESS FONMIN FOR RESULTS ON HIS RETURN. 

IRVING 
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